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Democracy at Work 


Re-Visioning Work: An Emerging Movement 

About ten years ago, a new presence began to be felt within 
the American economy — a movement to bring democracy 
into mainstream worklife. It developed slowly and without 
media fanfare, at first in New England and other sections 
ravaged by plant shutdowns, high unemployment, and lay- 
offs. But by the end of the 1970s, it had spread to all parts of 
the country. Those initially involved, by all accounts, were a 
motley and unlikely crew: activists from the peace, civil 
rights, labor, community control, and free school move- 
ments collaborated uneasily with business lawyers, financial 
consultants, and graduates of Ivy League business schools. 
We were all, however, inspired by the example of Mondra- 
gon, the stunningly innovative and wildly successful Basque 
association of worker owned and managed enterprises. In 
some three decades, Mondragon had created about 100 
industrial cooperatives— with only one failure— as well as a 
$1 billion development bank which continually spawned new 
enterprises while nurturing older ones. If Mondragon could 


carve out an impressive niche in Franco’s capitalist Spain, 
why couldn’t we do so as well, in the heart of the corporate 
beast? 

A New Wave of Democracy at Work 

Worker or producer cooperatives have surfaced, from time 
to time, in the USA: plywood co-ops formed in the Northwest 
during the Depression years; agricultural ones sprung up in 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and elsewhere a decade or two earlier. 
The “new wave” of democratically owned enterprises, 
which began in the mid-seventies, was different from its 
predecessors in three key ways. First, instead of developing 
largely in isolation, one at a time, the concept of network has 
been crucial. Thus, in 1982, when the O&O (for employee 
owned and operated) workers took over two closed-down 
A&P groceries in Philadelphia, they established an Invest- 
ment Fund to loan start-up capital to other worker coopera- 
tives. The Center for Community Self-Help in Durham, 
North Carolina, launched a community development credit 
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Changing Work (continued) 


union in 1984 for the same purpose. Loose regional federa- 
tions have formed in a number of states to provide mutual 
support to member co-ops. And two national organizations, 
Co-op America, in Washington, D.C. , and Workers Trust, in 
Oregon, offer numerous services to democratically managed 
workplaces, from group health insurance to marketing assis- 
tance. 

Union involvement is a second distinctive feature of the 
contemporary movement to democratize worklife. Tradition- 
ally, organized labor viewed worker owned cooperatives as 
either inconsequential or highly suspect, and probably both. 
Such firms, so the story went, operated only at the margins of 
the economy or turned workers into petty captialists. For 
various reasons, however, these weary arguments began to 
lose their force. In the late 1970s and early 1980s, locals of 
the UAW and UFCW, faced with shop closings in Connecti- 
cut, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, helped develop worker 
buyouts by their members. In most cases, they made capital 
and other resources available, and in some, were able to draw 
on support from their national or international organizations. 
By the mid-to-late ’80s, these two pioneer unions had been 
joined by several others— for example, Steelworkers, Brick- 
layers and Allied Crafts, and ACTWU— in advocating 
worker ownership as a defensible strategy. In short, attitudes 
have clearly shifted, thus allowing an historically unique 
openness towards democratically owned and managed enter- 
prises to emerge within the labor movement. 

A third contrast concerns technical assistance or “sup- 
port” organizations— a dimension of the new worker cooper- 
ative movement which, more than any other perhaps, has no 
prior analogue. Before the mid-seventies, if workers wanted 
to save a closing business or start a new venture, they had to 
confront such esoteric phenomena as business plans, feasi- 
bility studies, front-end financing, cooperative bylaws, and 
democratic group processes ... on their own. There was no 
one, or at least no one even mildly sympathetic to economic 
democracy, to turn to for experienced guidance or business 
expertise. In 1978, however, two organizations— the Phila- 
delphia Association for Cooperative Enterprise (PACE), and 
the Industrial Cooperative Association (ICA) of Somerville, 
Mass.— were formed to fill this long-standing gap in the 
American cooperative movement. These two have survived 
and grown— in staff, in funding capacity, and in nationwide 
respect for their competence and commitment. More impor- 
tantly, by 1984, Changing Work magazine (see box at right) 
was able to provide a directory of over 30 organizations 
specializing in support services— financial, legal, and 
educational— for worker or democratically run workplaces; 
and today that figure has probably doubled. 

To sum up: the wave of worker owned enterprises that 
began about a decade ago contrasts sharply with previous 
generations of worker cooperatives. Not only are there quan- 
titative differences: more of such enterprises are starting and, 
like Mondragon, they are in the industrial or manufacturing, 
rather than just the retail or agricultural, sector. But there are 
qualitative contrasts as well: networking, union involve- 
ment, and technical assistance are all central today, but were 


virtually nonexistent prior to the mid-seventies. In the words 
of a song by Maggy Cherry, a North Carolina worker owner, 
“We Come A Long Way.” Which is not to deny that we must 
still go a much longer way. 

— Len Krimerman 
Changing Work 


Changing Work: A Magazine is Born 

Changing Work magazine originally came to life, in 1984, as 
a part of the movement to bring democracy into worklife. All 
four of its founding editors/publishers had been members of 
cooperatively owned or managed enterprises and had helped 
build PACE and ICA in the late ’70s. The magazine’s aims 
were (and still are) two-fold: first, to help the budding move- 
ment become more visible and more widely accessible. And 
second, to provide a medium for this movement to discover 
and develop its own collective voice(s), to share experiences 
and lessons, and to reflect together on problems and pros- 
pects. This second aim makes Changing Work, we believe, a 
unique magazine: we emphasize material written by those 
actively engaged in creating democratic work alternatives. 
Thus, a nurse in Milwaukee writes about leaving her hospital 
career to set up a neighborhood health clinic, while one in 
Los Angeles describes a successful and unusual nurses strike 
against the American Red Cross; union activists debate the 
merits of worker ownership as a strategy for labor; women in 
Montana and Manhattan describe projects designed to pro- 
mote technological literacy and self-employment among 
women; groups in Ohio, California, western Pennsylvania, 
and Wisconsin recount their efforts to start enterprises or 
otherwise cope with their own unemployment. Occasionally, 
activist-authors are joined by such better known figures as 
Seymour Melman, Lech Walesa, and Barbara Ehrenreich, 
but the mix in Changing Work definitely favors the former. 

The First Decade and Beyond 

In the near future (Fall and Winter of this year), the magazine 
will celebrate the diverse voices of the new movement for 
democracy at work in two expanded issues. “Veteran organi- 
zations” will reflect on and assess their accomplishments 
over the past decade, how they’ve changed, and their pros- 
pects and hopes for the future. Hard lessons (why some 
apparently healthy cooperatives have gone under) as well as 
success stories will be shared. In addition, overviews and 
proposals for collaboration within the entire movement will 
be featured. As always, we invite readers to respond, to send 
in written comments or graphic contributions: a special 
section for reader response to the first of our retrospective 
and celebratory issues will be reserved in the second of these 
issues. And, as always, we welcome new subscribers and 
new members for the Changing Work editing and production 
collective. For more information on subscriptions, on our 
magazine, or on the new movement for workplace democ- 
racy, contact: David Gil, Heller School, Brandeis Univer- 
sity, Waltham, MA 02254, 617-736-3827. 

A Brief Bibliography 

Len Krimerman, “Gathering Strength: Worker Ownership 
in the ’80s,” Changing Work, No. 1, Fall, 1984. 

C. George Benello, “The Challenge of Mondragon,” Chang- 
ing Work, Winter, 1987. 

C. George Benello, “The Long Journey Begins: Lessons of 
Practice,” Changing Work, Winter, 1987. 



im 

1WQ 

iWl 

11 

III 

| ( 

■ 

il I 


Retrieving Democracy 

In Search of Civic Equality 

by Philip Green 

Rowman and Allenheld 
1985, 278p. $10.95 

Retrieving Democracy is an outstanding, thor- 
oughly anti-capitalist, radical critique of con- 
temporary pseudo-democracy in the United 
States. It is also a concrete outline for arranging 
things more sensibly. The book is down to earth , 
and full of specific, practical proposals for 
transforming the current insanity into a sem- 
blance of freedom and well-being. Most of the 
proposals, taken singlely, seem innocent 
enough (for example, a law prohibiting candi- 
dates for political office from buying television 
time for campaign purposes), but taken together 
the proposals add up to a rather thorough-going 
transformation of capitalism. (The chapter on 
the democratic division of labor is especially 
innovative.) 

Some of the proposals are not so innocent, of 
course, such as the abolition of inherited wealth 
(a pretty central requirement for achieving real 
democracy) . It’s hard to imagine such a feat ever 
being accomplished legally, even by a majority 
of elected socialist representatives. The ruling 
class would never allow it. There would be a 
fascist takeover first. 

Nevertheless, this is a book which takes us 
from here to there. Green proposes a social cost 
accounting system which would force bus- 
inesses to figure in all the costs, both external 
and internal , of their way of operating. He would 
make it against the law “to disemploy any per- 
son who has not yet secured alternative employ- 
ment at a satisfactory wage.” He shows how the 
public sector could be expanded to ensure 
employment and an income for everyone. Com- 
bining this with shared work, cooperatives, 
democratic workplaces, community empower- 
ment, rotation of office, a democratic division 
of labor, unequivocal opportunities to the unde- 
rclasses, and so forth, we begin to see the 
outlines of a democratic and egalitarian society, 
one that appears entirely within reach. 

But is it really? This is the question. Green 
says that he is a theorist without a movement, 
and that (in a nice phrase) “philosophers can 
only interpret the world in our various ways; 
someone else will have to change it.” But it 
could be that by not integrating the problem of 
strategy (How do we get there?) into the ques- 
tion of the goal (Where are we going?), he has 
merely created a pie in the sky. Next to Retriev- 
ing Democracy , P.M.’s Bolo Bolo seems wildly 
utopian. But at least Bolo Bolo is a strategy for 
subverting and eventually overthrowing the 
world power structure, and a plan for building a 


new world, one based on autonomous com- 
munities and federated councils. So perhaps it is 
the more realistic of the two after all . (On second 
thought, as soon as a community took any seri- 
ous action to withdraw from the system, like 
refusing to pay taxes, it would be facing federal 
forces forthwith.) 

I also wish that Green hadn ’t dismissed direct 
democracy so easily and so completely. I still 
think that it might be possible for large numbers 
of people to coordinate their activities through 
direct democracy, in a network of councils, 
rather than through representative democracy, 
and that this possibility ought to be explored and 
studied further. 

There is one serious flaw to the book, in the 
chapter on “The Rights of Equals,” where 
Green presupposes throughout that there is an 
objective definition of rights . But of course there 
is no such thing. He says, “What the majority 
does may not always be right ...” (p. 210). If 
the majority were in power, who would there be 
to say the majority was wrong, except the minor- 
ity? Once everyone is included in the decision 
making it becomes readily apparent that there is 
no such thing as Truth and Error, but only 
agreement and disagreement. 

This said, to my mind, Retrieving Democracy 
is the best book on radical democratic theory to 
appear so far. jj □ 

* * * * 

Radical Democratic Theory 

A Brief List of Recent Studies 

1 . Barber, Benjamin, Strong Democracy, 
California UP, 1984, 320p. 

2. Bobbio, Norberto, The Future of Democ- 
racy, Minnesota UP, 1984, 184p. 

3. Bookchin, Murray, The Ecology of Free- 
dom, Cheshire Books, 1982, 385p. 

4. Bowles, Samuel, and Gintis, Herbert, 
Democracy and Capitalism, Basic Books, 
1986, 244p. 

5. Carnoy, Martin, and Shearer, Derak, Eco- 
nomic Democracy, M.E. Sharpe, 1980, 
463p. 

6. Castoriadis, Cornelius, Workers Councils 
and the Economics of Self-Managed Soci- 
ety (1957), reprinted in 1984, by Wooden 
Shoe Books, 1 12 South 20th Street, Phila- 
delphia, PA 19103. 

7. Dahl, Robert, Preface to Economic 
Democracy, California UP, 1985, 184p. 

8. Foner, Philip S. , We the Other People. 
Alternative Declarations of Independence 
by Labor Groups, Farmers, Woman’s 
Rights Advocates, Socialists, and Blacks, 
1829-1975, Illinois UP, 1976, 205p. 

9. Laclau, Ernesto, and Mouffe, Chantal, 
Hegemony and Socialist Strategy : Towards 
a Radical Democratic Politics, Verso, 

1985, 197p. 

10. Mansbridge, Jane, Beyond Adversary 
Democracy, Basic Books, 1980, 398p. 

1 1 . Nove, Alec, The Economics of Feasible 
Socialism, Allen & Unwin, 1983, 244p. 

12. O’Brien, Mary, The Politics of Reproduc- 


tion, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1981 , 
240p. 

13. Pateman, Carole, The Problem of Political 
Obligation, California UP, 1979, 222p. 
(paperback edition in 1985). (See also her 
earlier New Left classic, Participation and 
Democratic Theory, 1970 (11th reprinting 
in 1986). 

14. Phillips, Anne, ed. , Feminism and Equal- 
ity, New York UP, 1987, 202p. 

15. P.M Bolo Bolo, Semiotext(e), 1985, 

198p. 

16. Przeworski, Adam, Capitalism and Social 
Democracy, Cambridge UP, 1985, 269p. 

17. Taylor, Michael, Community, Anarchy, 
and Liberty, Cambridge, 1982, 184p. 

18. Waltzer, Michael, Spheres of Justice, 

Basic Books, 1983, 345p. 

* * * * 

Further Resources for 
Workplace Democracy 

1. Industrial Cooperative Association. ICA 
was founded in 1978 to provide educational, 
legal, and technical assistance to persons 
seeking to found or manage worker-owned 
businesses. 58 Day Street, Suite 200, Somer- 
ville, MA 02144. 617-629-2700. 

2. One of the most extensive bibliographies on 
workers control currently available can be 
found in Carmen Siranni, Worker's Control 
and Socialist Democracy, Verso, 1982, pp. 
414-433. 

3. Resources for a Home Grown Economy, 12 
page guide, available for $1 .50 from Chang- 
ing Work, P.O. Box 261, New Town Branch, 
Newton, MA 02258. (Also in the Spring 
1986 issue of the magazine.) The Changing 
Work magazine is full of references to books 
and organizations relevant to the workplace 
democracy movement. 

4. Ideas and Action, P.O. Box 40400, San Fran- 
cisco, California, 94140. Publication of 
Workers Solidarity Alliance, the U.S. 
branch of the IWA. It has much material on 
workers control and self-management. 

5. Labor Page, 335 Lamartine Street, Jamaica 
Plain, MA 02130. Boston’s local paper for 
labor news. $6 a year. 






HEALTHY REACTIONS 

IBM IBI Ul 


PAIN IN THE NECK 


DIZZINESS 


PAIN IN THE CHEST 


TO WORK 


SEVERE SWEATING 


JULY 


JJ r \ *1 8:00 pm to Midnight Women's Coffeehouse 

^ Open Folk Music Jam. At the Women's Center, 46 

Pleasant St, Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for 
more information. ASL ^ 

C 4- O through July 31. J unk Art by Chris Arlington at 
^ ** ^ ^ the Basement Gallery of the Boston Food Co-op. 
Call 648-3663 for more information. 

10:30 am Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project - a 
workshop to collect the experiences and stories of those 
connected in any way with the AIDS crisis. The goal is to create 
a theatre music piece based on the workshop material. 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective is offering 
ongoing classes in self-defense to women of all ages and 
abilities. Learn simple and effective techniques for home and 
street safety. Wednesday evenings and Saturday afternoons. 
Call 426-3550 for reservations. 

C j -- *5 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Metro Healing presents 

^ *'*-*■- “■ ^ an ongoing healing group for PWAs and 
all those wishing to be of support Meets every Sunday at the 
Metropolitan Health Club Aerobics room, 209 Columbus Ave, 
Boston, Call Brian at 267-154 or Joseph at 357-6926 for more 
information. 

nr| |pn C SANCHIN Women' s School of Karate and 
^ Self Defense beginners welcome. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday 6-8 pm at the Cambridge YWCA, 7 
Temple St Call 577-9714 for more information. 


Wed 6 


8:45 pm - 12:45 am Quizumba-Brazilian 
Bossa Nova and Samba. At the Middle East 
Restaurant, 472 Mass Ave (corner of Brookline and Mass Ave in 
Central Sq). Dinner is served during performance, space 
permitting. Admission $5.00 at the door. Call 492-1515 for more 
information. 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective (see July 2 
listing) 

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Politics of Fat Food as a Feminist Issue. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Free Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASL^ 

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Feminist Discussion Group Our Roles in 
Our Families. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St. 
Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for more 
information. ASL ^ 

T 1 !- --- 4 ^ Tl 7:30 pm Teaching Science in Nicaragua, 
-l ^ ^ • speakers Dr. Helen Steinbach and 
Donna Purdue. At the Whitman Auditorium, Marine Biological 
Lab, Woods Hole, Ma. Sponsored by Science for Nicaragua 
Project Free. For more information, call 547-0370. 

8:00 pm. Underground Railway's Sanctuary: the Spirit of 
Harriet Tubman will be videotaped for continental cable 
vision at the Tobin School, off of the Fresh Pond Parkway on 
Vassar St., Cambridge. Free. Children under 9 years old will not 
be admitted. For more information, call 497-6136. 

¥7|4| Q 8:00 pm - Midnight Women's Coffeehouse: Sue 
^ ^ Kranz, singer, guitarist. At the Women's Center, 46 

Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for 
more information. ASL ^ 


Mon 1 


Phone Underground Railway Theatre 
(497-6136) by today if interested in being 
invited to a brain-storming session about the Underground 
Railway Theatre's work in progress. Home is Where? The 
session will be in late August or September with discussion, 
creative exercises and refreshments. Topics: Underground 
Railway Theatre, homelessness, sociology and psychology of 
family life. 


/? 8:15 am. Hiroshima Names Project a 

^ ** ^ ” memorial. Begins at the day and time that the 
first atomic bomb devastated Hiroshima, Japan in 1945. The 
demonstration calls for a nuclear free world by the year, 2000. 
The public is invited to remember the hundreds of thousands 
of victims of that first nuclear strike by writing on a scroll, the 
name of one individual who perished with her/his own name 
beside it. Joseph Gerson of the AFSC, who has worked with the 
Japanese in their country to prevent any recurrence of that 
horror will read from his poetry. The scroll and names will be 
sent to a Hiroshima-Nagasaki memorial collection at 
Wilmington College. Copies will be sent to government 
officials in Washington. Initiated by Women's International 
League for Peace and Freedom and sponsored by Women for 
Racial and Economic Equality. Other sponsors and endorsers 
are invited. At the Park St. Station on the Boston Common. Call 
266-5150 or 364-3013 for more information. 


7:30 pm Boston Bisexual Women's Network Introductory 
Meeting. Come and find out about the BBWN and talk about 
bisexuality. All women welcome. The Women's Center, 46 
Pleasant St, Cambridge, near Central Square. Call BIS-MOVE 
(247-6683) for more information; call the Women's Center 
(354-8807) for directions. ^ 

J O Boston Area Women's Self Defense 
V V Cl iD Collective (see July 2 listing) 

C 8:00 pm - Midnight Women's Coffeehouse: 
-■* ^ Open Reading on Women's Sexuality. At the 

Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASL^ 

August 5-7 The 1988 Bisexual Summer Retreat sponsored by 
the East Coast Bisexual Network. Friends, allies, lovers, spouses 
and families of bisexuals are all welcome. A chance for Bi's, et 
al. to get together, relax, make new friends, as well as build the 
Bisexual Community through workshops on organizing, 
networking, and building relationships with people and 
groups from all over New England. Call BIS-MOVE (247-6683) 
for more information. (Save money if you register by July 14). 


Sun 17 


Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project (see July 2 listing) 

6:30 nm Newoman Potluck All women 
welcome! Come to meet other women, 
visit the Women's Center. 8:00 pm movie: "Black Widow". At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASL^ 

Metro Healing (see July 3 listing) 

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap:The 
Politically Correct Way to be Politically 
Incorrect. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. 
Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for more information. ASL^ 


Mon 18 


Mon 25 


Boston Bisexual Women's Network 
Volunteer Night. Come and meet new 
people, help stuff the newsletter, have fun, eat munchies (bring 
munchies). All women welcome. Call BIS-MOVE (247-6683) 
for more information. 

8:00pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap: Humor. At the Women's Center, 
46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for 
more information. ASL ^ 

TAT J r\rj 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Feminist Discussion 

VVCd ZdJ Group: Work Issues for Women. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 

/TTV/,rA,Vn\ mnrp infnrm^finn A^T L 


8:00 pm African Dance Saturday: multi-ethnic African dance 
performance and open dance with live drumming Together we 
celebrate life. Sponsored by the African Center for the Healing 
Arts. Admission $7.00, special rates for students, seniors, 
children and special needs. At the 1 st Church Congregational 
in Cambridge, 11 Garden St. Call 524-9020 for more 
information. 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective (see July 2 
listing) 

Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project (see July 2 listing) 

Sun 7 Metro Healing (see July 3 listing) 

TVyf' Q Hiroshima Names Project memorial for 

1 » AUll C/ fKp homViincr /cpp AiiQ- 6Y At 




Lab, Woods Hole, Ma. Sponsored by Science for Nicaragua 
Project Free. For more information, call 547-0370. 

8:00 pm. Underground Railway's Sanctuary: the Spirit of 
Harriet Tubman will be videotaped for continental cable 
vision at the Tobin School, off of the Fresh Pond Parkway on 
Vassar St., Cambridge. Free. Children under 9 years old will not 
be admitted. For more information, call 497-6136. 

O 8:00 pm - Midnight Women's Coffeehouse: Sue 
1 O Kranz, singer, guitarist. At the Women's Center, 46 
Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for 
more information. ASL ^ 

^ J. Q 8:00 pm Puerto Rican Civil Rights Celebration: 

^ A grand dance party in celebration of all 15 
Hartford prisoners who are out of jail on bail. Music by 
Heriberto Colon and Caribbean Express (nominated for a 
grammy award). At the Jamaica Plain Firehouse 
Multi-Cultural Center, 659 Centre St. 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective (see July 2 
listing) 

Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project (see July 2 listing) 
Sun 10 Metro Healing (see July 3 listing) 

A/TnTl "I 1 8:00 pm -10:00 pm Lesbian Rap: Trusting 

-IV A U XI AX your Intuition. At the Women's Center, 46 
Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for 
more information. ASL ^ 

TAT^j J 1 (J 8:00pm - 10:00 pm Feminist Discussion 
W C LI A J Group: Misery Loves Company. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASL ^ 

8:45pm-12:45am Flor de Cana: contemporary and traditional 
Central, South American and Caribbean folk and Latin jazz 
dance tunes and Fortaleza: Andean music from Bolivia will be 
playing at the Middle East Restaurant, 472 Mass Ave in Central 
Square. Dinner served during performance, space permitting. 
Admission $5.00 atthe door. Call 492-1515 for more information. 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective (see July 2 
listing) 

TJ • -| P" 8:00 pm - Midnight Women's Coffeehouse: 
ill AD Marcia Perkins -"Flowers in the Wastebasket" 

- poems of introspection, death and good humor. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASL^ 

Q -it 1 C\ 8:00 P m ' 1:00 am Dance Part Y t0 Celebrate 
Ddl AO the 9 lh Anniversary of the Nicaraguan 
Revolution with Plate O' Shrimp (ska, funk, reggae), Jorge Arce 
y Grupo Humano (salsa, merengue), Christopher Murphy and 
Friends (bluegrass). Caribbean food, raffle, cash bar. At the 
Walker building at MIT, 142 Memorial Drive, Cambridge. 
Admission $10.00 in advance, $12.00 at the door Sponsored by 
CASA and the MIT Committee in Central America. Call 
492-8699 for more information. 

July 16 - July 18. ACORN National Convention and 

Demonstration to Show Our Supportfor Jesse Jackson. At the 

Democratic Convention in Atlanta Ga. Round trip 
transportation, meals, hotel, $150.00. Call ACORN at 266-7100 
for more information. 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective (see July 2 
listing) 


Sun 17 


Mon 18 


Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project (see July 2 listing) 

6:30 nm Ne woman Potluck All women 
welcome! Come to meet other women, 
visit the Women's Center. 8:00 pm movie: "Black Widow". At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASL^ 

Metro Healing (see July 3 listing) 

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap:The 
Politically Correct Way to be Politically 
Incorrect. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. 
Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for more information. ASL^ 

July 18-22 8:45 am - 3:30 pm Creative Conflict Resolution 
summer institute course offered by Educators for Social 
Responsability. Course fee: $250.00. Graduate credit awarded. 
Call 492-8820 for more information. 

HTl in IQ 6:00 pm to 7:45 pm Urban League Annual 
XllC A Z/ Meeting special meeting fo board, 
members, and friends to elect new directors and officers. At the 
AA Institute/Cabral Center, 40 Leon St., Boston. 

tat 1 rjr* July 20-26 Second International Lesbian 

VV G Q. and Gay Health Conference and AIDS 

Forum at the Boston Park Plaza Hotel and Towers. Topics 
include Lesbian Health and Sexuality, People of Color, 
Substance Abuse, Youth, Mental Health, Alternative Health 
Care and AIDS. For information, call or write the Office of 
Continuing Medical Education, George Washington 
University Medical Center, 2300 K Street NW, Washington DC 
20037. (202) 994-4285 

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Feminist Discussion Group: Passion. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASL^ 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective (see July 2 
listing) 

Tllllt-C 9*1 8:00 pm -Midnight Children's Night: 
X X1XXA3 ZrA children and women friends 
welcome for a night of feminist children's readings, stories and 
conversation. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., 
Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for more 
information. ASL ^ 

10:45 a m Boston Bisexual Women's 
Network/Boston Bisexual Men's Network 
Monthly Dim Sum Brunch. Join us for food, fun and 
conversation. Meet under the arch in Chinatown; average cost 
$6-8/person. Women and men welcome. Call BIS-MOVE 
(247-6683) for more information. 

4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 6 th annual Provincetown Gala fundraising 
event for GLAD, Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders, at 
the home of Vin McCarthy in Provincetown. For more 
information, call 426-1350 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective (see July 2 
listing) 

Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project (see July 2 listing) 
2^ Metro Healing (see July 3 listing) 


Mon 25 


Sat 23 


Boston Bisexual Womens NetworK 
Volunteer Night. Come and meet new 
people, help stuff the newsletter, have fun, eat munchies (bring 
munchies). All women welcome. Call BIS-MOVE (247-6683) 
for more information. 

8:00pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap: Humor. Atthe Women's Center, 
46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for 
more information. ASL ^ 

tat J ry rj 8:00 pm -10:00 pm Feminist Discussion 
VVGQ Zi/ Group: Work Issues for Women. Atthe 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASL ^ 

8:45pm-12:45am Flor de Cana: contemporary and traditional 
Central, South American and Caribbean folk and Latin jazz 
dance tunes and Fortaleza: Andean music from Bolivia will be 
playing at the Middle East Restaurant, 472 Mass Ave in Central 
Square. Dinner served during performance, space permitting. 
Admission $5.00 at the door. Call 492-1515 for more information. 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective (see July 2 
listing) 

TVl-llfC 9ft 7:00-10:00 pm A Night at the Movies 
X XlUlS *dO a fii m festival on the social issues of 
our day. Donations for the American Friends Service 
Committee's film library accepted at the door At AFSC, 2161 
Mass Ave, Cambridge. Call 497-5273 for more information. 

r • ryQ 8:00 pm - Midnight Women's Coffeehouse: 
All LiZf CASA Film Series - The Challenge of 
Revolution; a slide show about Nicaragua since 1979. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASI .^ 

9:00 pm - 2:00 am Help Send Radical Students to the 
Democratic Convention! Benefit for the Student Action 
Network for travel to the Democratic Counter-Convention. At 
Molly's in Allston. $4.00 in advance, $5.00 at the door. Call 
783-2900 for more information. 

Q a. ija 8:00 pm African Dance Saturday: 
93.1 DU multi-ethnic African dance performance 
and open dance with live drumming Together we celebrate life. 
Sponsored by the African Center for the Healing Arts. 
Admission $7.00, special rates for students, seniors, children 
and special needs. At the 1 st Church Congregational in 
Cambridge, 11 Garden St Call 524-9020 for more information. 

July 30 to August 5 Week of intensive economics training in 
radical economics at the Center for Popular Economics in 
Amherst. The Institute is designed for activists, organizers and 
educators who want to improve the effectiveness of their work 
with a better understanding of society from a popular 
economics perspective. Previous study of economics is not 
required; the Institute starts with the basics. Tuition: $300-$500 
sliding scale. Call 413-545-0743 for more information. 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective (see July 2 
listing) 

Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project (see July 2 listing) 


Sun 31 


Metro Healing (see July 3 listing) 


Arts. Admission $7.00, special rates for students, seniors, 
children and special needs. At the 1 st Church Congregational 
in Cambridge, 11 Garden St. Call 524-9020 for more 
information. 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense Collective (see July 2 
listing) 

Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project (see July 2 listing) 
g rj Metro Healing (see July 3 listing) 

TV/fntl ft Hiroshima Names Project memorial for 
IVlUll O ^e Nagasaki bombing, (see Sat, Aug 6). At 
Government Center.. Call 266-5150 or 364-3013 for more 
information. 

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap: Mother Transference. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. AS1 . ^ 

1AT_ J -| Ci Boston Area Women's Self Defense 

V V G Cl A U Collective (see July 2 listing) 

’T' * -| ry 8:00pm - Midnight Women's Coffeehouse: 
ATI A Women's Video Collective. At the Women's 
Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASL^ 

-I O Boston Area Women's Self Defense 
931 AD Collective (see July 2 listing) 

Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project (see July 2 listing) 

^ etro Healing (see July 3 listing) 

lV/Trkn *1 R 8:00 pm ‘ 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap: 

IVlUll AD Collaborating on a Project. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 
(TTY/voice) for more information. ASL^ 

TAT J -| rj Boston Area Women's Self Defense 

V V C Cl A / Collective (see July 2 listing) 

Boston Area Women's Self Defense 
^ 31 Collective (see July 2 listing) 

Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project (see July 2 listing) 

g^ jy ^ 2^ Metro Flealing (see July 3 listing) 

TA JT _ „ fy ry 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap: Body 
1VXOIX image. At the Women's Center, 46 

Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free. Call 354-8807 (TTY/voice) for 
more information. ASL ^ 

9/1 Boston Area Women's Self Defense 
VVGU Zrx Collective (see July 2 listing) 

O 0^7 Boston Area Women's Self Defense 
^ 3L ^ • Collective (see July 2 listing) 

Boston Living with AIDS Theatre Project (see July 2 listing) 

28 M etro Healing (see July 3 listing) 

Wfsy (31 Boston Area Women's Self Defense 

V V Cl D A Collective (see July 2 listing) 



Listings Deadline for September 
is Wednesday, August 17. 
Send to: What's Left in Boston 
92 Green Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
or call us at: 522-9671 
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J Subscription / Donation Form 

I □ $6. Low income subscription (1 year) 

□ $10. Regular one-year subscription. 

□ $18. Organization subscription (1 year). Gets your group five copies of 
the calendar per month to post in your office and distribute to 
members. 

(This sub is optional. Organizations may buy regular subs, or even low-income 
subs. But an Organization Sub would be a nice gesture of support for us and you 
will also receive the extra copies of the calendar. We hope of course that you will 
list all your events in the calendar.) 

One-Time Contribution (over and above subscription) 

□ $5 □ $10 □ $15 □ $20 □ $25 □ $50 □ $ 

Sustainer Contributor (a pledged monthly donation, for the first year only) 

(We will send a reminder card if you forget. Otherwise there will be no pressure if you 


decide to skip a month or discontinue the donations.) 

□ $5 □ $10 □ $15 □ $20 □ $25 □$ per month. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip | 

Make check payable to What’s Left in Boston, and mail to 92 Green Street, 
Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts 02130. 

I 


